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Lab 9: Open vSwitch Kernel Datapath
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Open vSwitch Kernel Module

+ Kernel module directs the packet to the
userspace. The userspace makes the
decisions about the actions to be taken
against the packet according to
OpenFlow entries (slow path) oo

* The action entry is stored In the kernel
and used to forward subsequent packets
which makes the forwarding faster (fast \ """""" i
path) rrstpadel Kernel datapath —~ Slowpath
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Lab Topology
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Slow path

« Initially, kernel table is empty
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Fast path

« The userspace makes the decisions
about the actions to be taken

w”
“Host: h1"

imin:/home/ovs# |ping 10.0.0.2 s1-eth1
(10.0.0.2) 56(84) bytes of data.
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Fast path

« Action entries are installed in the kernel
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